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sufferings as " the greatest benediction that possibly your Majesty could recieve at
God's hands."1
On November the i6th, Sir Francis Englefield wrote to King Philip expressing
a fear for Queen Mary, lest" her royal person be secretly destroyed," perhaps by the
Queen of England's consent. And even if she died by natural means, it would
be a great loss for Spain, there being many English " who for her right and
interest be ready to join with any foreign assistance that should come . . .
" And albeit she has showed more zeal, constancy, and fortitude in the
Catholic religion than could be expected in one of her sex, ... yet finding
herself so abandoned and forsaken by all foreign Princes, . . . your Majesty's
great piety will not wonder ... if in these extremities and capital danger"
she accepts " such unjust and unequal conditions as the Queen of England will
offer."
The injury to the Catholic cause "may be easily conjectured" by the
examples in " Germany, France, Scotland " and elsewhere.
" I have oftentimes solicited your Majesty that some signification might be
given to her of your Majesty's resolution for her ... to comfort her and
animate her in her former good zeal: ... But having hitherto obtained
nothing to say to her comfort," he ventured to " renew the memory thereof."2
Not only had Mary to endure the incessant mental anguish of hope deferred,
but at Wingfield she was subjected to needless bodily discomforts, as Sir Ralph
Sadleir deplored to Sir Francis Walsingham:
" since, and in, her late sickness she has found fault with her strait lodgings
here; and, as she has cause, with the place where, in health, she used to eat; being
much annoyed with smoke and scent of meat from the kitchens ... as soon as
she shall be able to set her foot to the ground, she will be content to be removed to
Tutbury."3
Meanwhile she had consented to negotiate with Elizabeth; and on
the 28th of November one of her French secretaries, " Monsieur Nau," presented on
her behalf to the Queen of England a proposed agreement.4
1Ib: No: 39, pp. 412-414.
2This, also, in cipher, was intercepted and deciphered: as were other "letters betweene the Q. of
Scottes and Sir Francis Englefield " up to 20 May, 1586, including " Diverse relations made to the
K. of S., the Pope, the Cardinall Como, etc. for the advancing of the enterprise of England " (the
invasion).
3 Cal: No. 403. pp. 433-435. But on 25 Nov: her secretary Nau stated she had " a hard conceit of
Tutbury." (No. 405) No. 408, pp. 437-438: 28 Nov: " Household stuff . . ." of the late Lord
Paget, sent to Tutbury Castle for Q. Mary. List begins with 56 featherbeds, and includes old and
new tapestry, silk quilts and canopies, taffeta curtains fringed with gold; Turkey carpets5 brass and
iron utensils; pewter candlesticks; and (certainly not for Mary) 5 barrels ot gunpowder, and 10
cases of "dagges" (pistols).
4"Articles propounded by Monsieur Nau." Ib: 2 Nov: 1584. No. 410. pp. 438-439. Previously
printed in extenso, by Prince Labanoff, Vol. VI. p. 59,

